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To all Marrickville Baseball Club Members, family and friends. Yet another successful season 
for the mighty Penguins! We continue to build upon the success of the past few years and our 
club continues to strengthen both on and off the field, which is pleasing to see.   
 
This year we welcomed a number of new players to the club, particularly through the 
Baulkham Hills connection, and it was good to see all the new members actively participate in 
club events and help in the running of the club. I would like to thank the club executive, 
particularly Shane and Brad for the effort they put in this year. As usual the club has run 
smoothly from an operational perspective, which is a testament to Brad’s efforts, and Shane 
ran a number of social functions that I know a number of people enjoyed immensely.  
 

To the coaches and players, well done. You should be 
proud of your efforts this year, with all of our teams 
reaching the playoffs. I know we would all like to have 
gone one step further but you should take heart from 
the fact that no one in winter baseball believes 
Marrickville is an easy beat any longer. We are here to  

stay, we will continue to grow our playing ranks and, eventually, further success will come.  
 
President’s Day 2007 was another successful day that saw a lot of past players congregate at 
Petersham Oval to relive past memories and be impressed by our current day performances. 
To those of you who were there it was good to catch up, for those of you who missed it you 
missed the Mighty Marricks again topple Petersham. See you there in 2008. 
 
The club again managed to secure a number of sponsors 
this year, whose support is invaluable. I would particularly 
like to thank Mark Hegarty from Betta Fire Protection who 
has been our major sponsor this year. Sincere thanks also 
go to Gary White’s Diamond One and McDonagh’s 
Meats who have both supported us for several years now. 
We are very grateful to have the support of all of these 
organisations, and we must be mindful to ensure that our 
sponsors take pride in our club and our achievements. 
Without their support it would be so much more difficult for 
us to achieve what we do. 
 
To everyone who helped the club throughout the season, 
including those who helped in the canteen, on the BBQ, and 
our scorers, thank you. Without your continued support and 
dedication Marrickville would not be the club it is today. I 
trust that you will continue to help support our club in the 
future. I particularly want to thank Frank Hawkins for his  
excellent work in operating the scoreboard at Petersham Oval again this year.  
 
The combination of the history and tradition of Petersham Oval, its location, the condition of its 
playing surface, and the fact that it is the only Winter ground with an operating scoreboard, we 
believe makes it the best place to play baseball in Sydney. We are very proud to have it as our 
home ground, and I am happy to announce that the 2008 finals will return to Petersham. 
 
I look forward to seeing everyone back for our 2008 season. 
 
Mark Newby 
President 
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While some people might sit back and be a little disappointed that we didn’t carry on our 2-
year premiership winning streak this year, I might remind you of the hugely successful year 
that we have had in 2007. 
 
In both 2005 and 2006 we finished 3rd in the Club Championship. This year (just like in 2005) 
all three grades again made the finals (3rds missed out in 2006). This is something that we 
could only have dreamed of five years ago. The loss of several key players both overseas and  

through injury towards the end of the season also impacted 
on our teams’ performances in the finals, as did the fact that 
the finals were played at Foray Street this year. 

 
And who can forget that memorable day on 29th July 2007 
when we swept Petersham in all three grades? A search of 
the archives failed to show when it has ever happened 
before. It was a great day of baseball: 9 – 6 in 1st grade, 3 – 
2 in 2nds, and 1 – 0 in 3rds to secure a place in the finals. 
What a day that was! 

 
Throughout the year, in addition to the overall club 
achievements, we also saw a large number of outstanding 
individual performances. Adrian Daley dominated 
everything in 1st grade this year, both offensively and 
defensively. Dales only had 3 runs scored off him in 32 
innings pitched, giving up only 8 walks, and hit .417. This 
outstanding performance saw him deservedly win the 
League 1st grade MVP this season.  

 
Trent Schmutter, in only his first season with the club, was 
outstanding in the outfield. Trent’s speed and agility saw him 
take some incredible, full-stretch, diving catches in the 
outfield. Even pushed to the limits, Trent failed to make a 
single error and fielded 1.000 for the season. 
 
Eddie Seda and Nic Buckingham, both new to the club, had 
fantastic first seasons and found themselves in 1st grade on 
several occasions. Nic too didn’t make an error all year 
(Eddie only made 1 out of 77 plays). We are also very 
encouraged by the interest being shown in the club by 
younger players who came, en masse, to trial with us this 
year. As always, it is a tough decision as to who we take and 
how many, and while we were probably rightly criticised for 
taking on too many players at the start of the season, by mid-
way it had sorted itself out pretty well. 
 

 

 



Again there are a large number of people to thank this year. Casso, who was made our newest 
Life Member in 2006, again did a great job on the field, organising the playing side of the club. 
His training sessions were professionally run and very productive, as evidenced by the number 
of players in attendance each week and the performances on the field. Summo’s post-training 
BBQ’s were well organised and very successful in getting players across all grades to mix. 
Thanks to all of the coaches who, I’m sure, had lots of fun but not without their share of 
frustrations throughout the season.  
 
Again our younger players stood up to the task this 
year. Rob Solomons, Chris La Greca, Josh Woods, 
Jared Beileiter, James Vergos all had solid seasons 
and will continue to develop.   Nathan Moran and 
Jonathon Halas were both injured but worked hard 
throughout the season to make sure they are right for 
2008. Getting the correct balance between younger and 
older players is a difficult task and one that we 
constantly struggle with but, dare I say it, I think we 
currently have it about right at the moment.  
 
Thanks also to everyone who has helped with the 
running of the club this season. As always, there is a 
huge amount of work that goes on behind the scenes just 
to get a successful club on the field each week. I 
sincerely thank the 3rd graders who set up the field each 
week, along with Dave Skene and Andrew Conners who, 
despite playing 2nd grade, were down at Petersham Oval 
by 8.30 each week to help with the ground and in the 
canteen. Thanks also to the parents, wives and partners 
who helped butter rolls and do the running around things  
that need to be done each week. A special thanks goes to Frank Hawkins who helped out 
myself and Sara a huge amount by picking up supplies for the canteen whenever and 
wherever asked, and of course manning the scoreboard for each home game. All that fantastic 
support makes the Committee’s jobs just that bit easier. 
 
While the last few seasons have certainly stretched us financially, the club remains in a sound 
position. This season we had less home games than previous years due to Kings Langley 
withdrawing from the competition, washouts, and an expensive training venue that had to be 
paid for. As we weren’t hosting the finals this year we decided to take a bit of a break when it 
came to fund raising, in order to build up our energies for 2008. The Committee decided not to 
hold our usual Major Raffle, and the social events were just that – social. Well done to Shane, 
Lewy and Dave for the efforts you put in to organising these functions.  
 

Just so you know next year we are hosting 
the finals again – and they are at 
Petersham Oval. As part of this we will be 
boosting our fund raising with the view to 
ultimately replacing our uniforms in a few 
years time. 

 
We are planning a pre-2008 season fund-
raising golf day that will be open to all 
players, supporters, friends, opposition 
clubs etc. We will send out details in the 
next few months. The more participants we 
get, the more successful the day will be. 

 

 

 



 
 
Without our loyal sponsors the Committee’s task would be that much more difficult. - Betta Fire 
Protection, Gary White’s Diamond One, and McDonagh’s Meats at North Ryde have all 
provided generous support to our club. We sincerely thank them and encourage you to please 
support them wherever possible. 
 

This year we took the decision to invest in polo shirts for 
the players and supporters, which really added to the 
professionalism that Marrickville Baseball Club exudes, 
and the respect gained, both on and off the field. Thank 
you to Craig Lewis of Classic Sportswear and Betta Fire 
Protection for helping with this venture. 

 
Thanks to Sue Cant, Liz McKewin, Wendy Howie and 
Kerry Klujin for taking care of the scoring again this year, 
and Mark Newby, Mario La Greca, Don Beileiter and 
everyone else who jumped in to help on the BBQ. I say it 
every year, but Petersham Oval is the best place to play 
baseball in Sydney. The BBQ helps, but so does the 
scoreboard and Frank again did a superb job with this in 
2007 – the only Sydney Winter League ground where a 
scoreboard operates. 

 
As the 2007 season is now closed I would finally like to 
thank Mark Newby who again made an outstanding 
contribution in his role of Club President. His professional 
approach is so important to a club such as ours and he  

rightly deserves a lot of credit for the club’s continued success. As always it is an absolute 
pleasure to work with Mark and I look forward to his contribution in 2008.  
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
Brad Hawkins (Treasurer) and 
Andrew Connors (Secretary) 

 

 



1ST GRADE REPORT 
 
After the dizzy heights of the premiership winning season in 2006, it is easy to be of the 
opinion that this season was a failure. That is exactly how it felt in the dressing rooms after our 
defeat to Sydney Uni in the semi finals, and I know that the whole team was, and probably still 
is, hurting. 
 
However when I sit down and think about the season, I realise there are several positives to be 
taken out of it, namely: 

• A 3rd place finish in the regular season is still a spot in the playoffs, which is everyone’s 
goal at the start of the year. 

•  2 victories over the eventual champions Cronulla turned out to be a major achievement. 

•  A comprehensive victory over arch-rival Petersham on President’s Day was a season 
highlight. 

•  The remarkable season of 3rd baseman / pitcher Adrian Daley was the talking point of all 
players in the competition. 

• The acquisition of Matty Bennett, Trent Schmutter and Rowan Standish from other clubs, 
who fitted in superbly and will make us a force in the future. 

• The performance of our pitching staff, with a combined ERA of 1.04. I’m not sure if this is a 
record, but it is the best I have ever seen. 

 
Casey Stengel once said “ Over the course of a 
season, the clubs with the best pitching staffs will get 
to the playoffs. When the playoffs start, the club with 
the best hitting line-up will prevail.” How true did that 
turn out to be! Ours and Petersham’s pitching was 
awsesome, whereas Cronulla’s hitting was by far the 
best, with 5 players in the league’s top 10. Sydney 
Uni also had the league’s batting champion. Our 
semi final loss to Sydney Uni came down to the fact 
that they took advantage of scoring opportunities 
more than we did. We both had the same 
opportunities! 
 

Adrian Daley had 
one of the best 
seasons ever. Not 
only was he our 
leading hitter  
(.417), but he had a pitching ERA of 0.84. Even when he 
got out, he seemed to hit a line drive and was robbed of a 
hit. On the mound, he fooled the opposition hitters and at 
no stage did another team look like getting on top of him. 
This performance was rewarded when he was named the 
SWBL Most Valuable Player. Congratulations Dales from 
everybody at Marrickville. 

 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Gary 
McKewin, my trusted Assistant, and mentor to many. Gaz 
always watches what’s going on and has an amazing 
ability to “hit the nail on the head”. Several times I would 
be getting hot under the collar about something and Gaz 
would settle things down with a different perspective or a 
dash of humour. 

 



 
 
Thanks also to Sue Cant and Liz McKewin who scored all year for us even though they 
couldn’t get us any more runs. Both your efforts are very much appreciated and I know how 
hard it is for you to get the line-up off me before game time. 
 
I also want to congratulate and thank the efforts of the lower grade coaches – Shane 
Summersford and Craig Lewis (2nd grade), and Johnny Rollo and Ross Pettett ( 3rd grade ). 
Both teams also made the semis and this was a major reflection of the quality of the coaching 
the players received. 
 
 I would like to thank the Management Committee for the smooth running of the club. Off the 
field, Marrickville has developed into the biggest and happiest social club that is the envy of 
the rest of the league. While this is the case, the club will continue to go forward in every 
aspect. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank all the wives, girlfriends, boyfriends, parents, and supporters who 
even in a small way helped the club this year, and we all look forward to next season, 
 
Grahame Cassel.    

 
 
 

        

 

 


